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Press release 

#TheRoadAhead: Auto supply industry's sustainability ambition requires 
innovation-friendly regulations  

 

Brussels, 25 February 2025 – CLEPA, the European association of automotive suppliers, has unveiled 
its Sustainability Manifesto (click here to read and download it), a comprehensive roadmap how 
industry and policy makers could together enable industry's transition toward climate neutrality, 
circularity, responsible and resilient sourcing, as well as ensuring a just transition for workers and 
communities.  

As the backbone of the automotive sector, suppliers are pivotal in driving sustainable innovation, 
reducing emissions, and ensuring responsible supply chains. CLEPA's Sustainability Manifesto 
outlines four key pillars that will shape the European industry’s future: Climate Action, Circular 
Economy, Responsible Supply Chain, and Just Transition. The Manifesto also sets important 
pursuits, including: 

• Climate Action: Striving towards climate neutrality in European operations by 2040 (Scope 1 
& 2 emissions) 

• Circular Economy: Working towards increasingly circular components, building on the 
sector's success with remanufacturing to support the EU’s objective of sourcing 25% of 
critical raw materials through recycling and towards zero-waste to landfill.   

• Responsible Supply Chain: Striving to reduce sourcing dependencies and collaborate to 
minimise adverse impacts on human rights and environment in our supply chains.  

• Just Transition: Having 5% of workers participate in up- or re-skilling annually by 2030 

European automotive suppliers have already made progress. The 29 largest suppliers have 
collectively reduced CO₂ emissions by 8.4% (Scope 1 & 2) between 2022 and 2023 and increased 
recycling and recovery of production waste to 85.8 % in 2022. This showcases the sector’s 
unwavering commitment to sustainability. However, the sector will need urgent action from 
policymakers to shore up competitiveness and recalibrate the policy approach regarding 
sustainability. Policymakers will need to stimulate innovation by ensuring a technology-neutral 
regulatory framework that balances environmental responsibility, social equity, and economic 
growth. Furthermore, the European ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance) regulatory 
frameworks should be adjusted to incentivise innovation and enable companies to drive progress 
towards the delivery of sustainability objectives rather than drowning companies in reporting 
requirements.  

Benjamin Krieger, Secretary General of CLEPA, emphasises the importance of this vision: “In an era 
defined by unprecedented challenges, Europe’s automotive suppliers continue to lead the way in 

https://www.clepa.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/CLEPA-Sustainability-Manifesto.pdf
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sustainable transformation. Our industry operates in a highly interconnected, global value chain. To 
maintain this momentum, we need competitive investment conditions and technology neutrality. 
The Sustainability Manifesto provides a clear, actionable path towards climate neutrality, resource 
efficiency, and workforce transformation — ensuring Europe remains a global leader in green 
innovation”. 

Marco Stella, President of ANFIA Components Group and Vice President of CLEPA, highlights that: 
“European and Italian automotive suppliers have been committed for decades to improving their 
performance in terms of environmental and social sustainability and circularity, wishing to make an 
adequate contribution to achieving the objectives of reducing climate-changing and polluting 
emissions established by the EU. Moreover, our companies have always stood out for their high 
propensity for innovation which has made them successful in the global automotive ecosystem. 
These qualities alone, however, are not enough. In a complex moment like the current one, certain 
and concrete EU support is needed, through a review of the regulatory framework restoring  
technology neutrality and the implementation of measures that allow the game to be played in 
competitive conditions, especially with regard to investments in R&D and production factors such as 
energy availability at affordable costs”. 

 

About CLEPA 

CLEPA, the European Association of Automotive Suppliers based in Brussels, represents over 3,000 
companies, from multi-nationals to SMEs, supplying state-of-the-art components and innovative 
technology for safe, smart and sustainable mobility, investing over €30 billion yearly in research and 
development. Automotive suppliers in Europe directly employ 1.7 million people in the EU.  

Contact: communications@clepa.be 

About ANFIA 

Founded in 1912, ANFIA – Italian Association of the Automotive Industry has been representing the 
interests of its members for over 100 years in dealings with public and private institutions, both 
nationally and internationally. The association studies and addresses technical, economic, fiscal, 
legislative, statistical, and quality-related issues in the automotive sector. ANFIA is structured into 
three main groups: Components, which includes manufacturers of vehicle parts and components; 
Car Design & Engineering, covering companies engaged in automotive design, engineering, and 
styling; and Vehicle Manufacturers, encompassing producers of all types of vehicles, including trucks, 
trailers, campers, and special-purpose vehicles. Italy’s automotive supply chain comprises 5,451 
companies and 273,000 employees (direct and indirect), representing 7.1% of the country’s 
manufacturing workforce. The sector generates an annual turnover of €113.3 billion, accounting for 
9% of Italy’s total manufacturing revenue and 5.8% of GDP. Tax revenues from motor vehicles in 
Italy amount to €71 billion.  

Contact: m.gangi@anfia.it 

https://clepa.sharepoint.com/Documents%20partages/GA%20and%20COMMS/COMMUNICATIONS%20and%20MEDIA/Sustainability/Sustainability%20Manifesto/Communications%20Plan/clepa.eu
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